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SUB J : PRESIDENT WARNS AGAINST ATMOSPHERE OF OPPRESSION 

1. SUMMARY: IN WIDELY PUBLICIZED SPEECH PRESIDENT 
SUHARTO COUPLED NORMAL EMPHASIS ON STABILITY WITH SOME- 
WHAT UNUSUAL WARING AGAINST POSSIBLE NEGATIVE RESULTS 
OF "ATMOSPHERE OF REPRESSION." HIS REMARKS, WHICH 
INDICATE A DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY TO POST-RIOT POLITICAL 
APPREHENSONS, 

WERE UNANIMOUSLY PRAISED AND AMPLIFIED 
BY INDEPENDENT PRESS. END SUMMARY 

2. AT MILITARY CEREMONY APRIL 15 PRESIDENT SUHARTO 
REEMPHASIZED ROLE OF ARMED FORCES IN NATIONAL LIFE AND 
IMPORTANCE OF STABILITY AS "ABSOLUTE CONDITION" FOR 
DEVELOPMENT BUT HE GAVE EQUAL STRESS TO DANGERS THAT 
MIGHT REULT FROM ATMOSPHERE OF REPRESSION. ACCORDING 
TYPICAL COVERAGE IN DAILY "KOMPAS," PRESIDENT SAID THAT 
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OUT PARTICIPATION OF WHOLE PEOPLE. NO ONE GROUP IN 
SOCIETY, NOR THE ARMED FORCES, COULD WAGE STRUGGLE FOR 
DEVELOPMENT IN ISOLATION. INTERNAL ARMED FORCES UNITY 
IS ESSENTIAL, ACCORDING PRESIDENT, BUT SO IS UNITY 
BETWEEN PEOPLE AND ARMED FORCES. LATTER POSSIBLE ONLY 
IF MILITARY "LOVED AND PROTECTED" PEOPLE, HE SAID. 

(OCCASION WAS PRESENTATION OF UNIT CITATIONS TO POLICE 
AND ARMY REGIONAL COMMANDS.) 

3. PRESIDENT NOTED THAT DEVELOPMENT COULD NOT TAKE 
PLACE IN ATMOSPHERE OF DISORDER AND UNCERTAINTY, BUT 
NEITHER COULD IT TAKE PLACE IN ATMOSPHERE OF FEAR AND 
REPRESSION (PERASSAN TERTEKAN). FOR THIS REASON STABILITY 
MUST BE GIVEN DYNAMIC MEANING; IT MUST AROUSE "DESIRE TO 
WORK," STIMULATE CREATIVITY, ALLOW PLACE FOR CRITICAL 
ATTITUDE AND ALSO BRING FORTH "MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY." 
SECURITY AND STABILITY MUST BE FELT AS NEEDS OF SOCIETY 
AND MUST CONSTITUTE IMPORTANT KEY TO ENJOYMENT OF MUTUAL 
WELFARE. DEVELOPMENT COULD NOT BE FORCED; IT MUST 
RESULT FROM AWARENESS THAT THE "DUTIES" (OF DEVELOPMENT 
PROCESS) ARE NOT IN CONFLICT WITH FUNDAMENTAL IDEALS. 

4. COMMENT: ASIDE FROM INDICATING ONCE AGAIN THAT 
SUHARTO HAS A GOOD SPEECH WRITER, THESE REMARKS 
CONSTITUTE HOPEFUL SIGN THAT PRESIDENT MAY BE AWARE OF 
WIDESPREAD FEELING (ESPECIALLY NOTICEABLE AMONG INTELLI- 
GENTSIA) THAT POST- JANUARY 15 ATMOSPHERE IN INDONESIA 
HAS IN FACT BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY GROWTH OF REPRESSION. 

ON OCCASION SUCH AS THIS PRESIDENT SEEMS TO REALIZE 

THAT THE PROBLEM OF HOW TO ACHIEVE POPULAR PARTICIPATION 
WITHOUT ABANDONING STRONG AUTHORITARIAN GOVERNMENT IS 
THE MAJOR CHALLENGE TO HIS STATECRAFT. BUT THIS RESPONSE 
REMAINS RHETORICAL AND SPECIFIC SOLUTIONS ACCEPTABLE TO 
HIM AND HIS MILITARY COLLEAGUES ARE AS ELUSIVE AS EVER. 
EDITORIALS IN INDEPENDENT PRESS ("SINAR HARAPAN," 
"KOMPAS,""BERITA BUANA") UNANIMOUSLY PRAISED SPEECH AND 
ALL USED IT AS RARE SAFE OPPORTUNITY TO UNDERLINE 
JOURNALISTS OWN DOUBTFUL FEELINGS ABOUT LONG-TERM 
RESULTS OF "CLIMATE OF FEAR AND REPRESSION." THEY DID 
NOT GO SO FAR AS TO SUGGEST SPECIFIC SOLUTIONS, SUCH AS 
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RAPID TRIAL OR RELEASE OF DETAINEES, OR RELAXATION OF 
CURRENT TIGHT CONTROLS ON PRESS. 
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